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Evolution of Modern Student Uniform System
from the Perspective of Social Change
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Abstract : Based on modern newspapers and periodicals as well as historical image materials, this study sorts out and
summarizes the five government-issued student uniform regulations in the first half of the 20th century. It compares the
provisions on uniform style, color and fabric in chronological order, and further explores the driving forces behind the
adjustment of the student uniform system. This analysis aims to reveal the political situation, the development level of the
textile industry, and the construction of education and culture at that time. The findings show that the student uniform
system was continuously revised in the process of integrating Western culture with Chinese characteristics. Whether it was
to optimize costume style, strengthen student management or promote the development of the textile industry, its core
purpose was to safeguard the ruling interests of the government.
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Fig. 1  Photograph of student in Guangdong girls
school in 1904
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Fig. 2 Photograph of student in different school of

Shimen womens$ school in 1904
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Tab.1 Student uniform regulations under the late Qing authorities
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Fig.3 Students in Shanxi University performing calis-
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Tab.2 Student uniform regulations during the Republican Period
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Fig.4 Students” outdoor exercises at Sichuan

Zhongcheng Primary School
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Fig.5 Student uniform at Shandong women s normal
school in 1910
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Fig.6 Female student$ attive in Suzhou,1914
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Fig.7 LU Xun wears a Japanese student uniform
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Fig.8 Male student uniform
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Fig.9 Dress and cheongsam uniform
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Fig.10 Boys scout uniform
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Fig.11 Girl$§ scout uniform
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Fig.12 Military training of Guanghua University
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