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Lmitation of the Structure of the Huiyi of the Empress
in Southern Song Dynasty
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University, Hangzhou 310018, China)

Abstract; Huiyi is the highest—level ceremonial robe of the empress during the Song Dynasty, bearing significant
implications for comprehending the etiquette system of traditional Chinese clothing. To better preserve and transmit the
clothing culture of the Southern Song Dynasty, and to provide a clearer, more concrete understanding of the form and style
of the empresss Huiyi, this study takes the garment depicted in the portrait of Empress Ningzong from the former Nanxun
Hall collection as the research subject. Through proportional analysis of the portrait and a thorough review of historical
documents, the collar characteristics, sleeve structure, and overall garment silhouette were systematically examined. The
robes structure was digitally reconstructed in 3D using virtual fitting technology, and the findings were verified through the
Imitation of a physical prototype. The research indicates that: The collar of the Southern Song empresss Huiyi is a cross-
collared (jiao ling) right-closing (you ren) style with a complete curved neckline; the sleeves are large and wide (da
xiu) , with an inclined design at the underarm. The robe body is right-closing with a large front panel (da jin), which is
identical in size and structure to the inner panel. The pheasant-like " Zhai Bird" patterns on Empress Ningzongs Huiyi are
arranged in a grid of 12 pairs horizontally and 12 pairs vertically, with the patterns alternating with small wheel-flower
motifs in both rows and columns. Through structural analysis, digital restoration, and physical Imitation, the form of the
Southern Song empresss Huiyi was verified, contributing to the preservation and development of traditional clothing culture.

Key words: empress§ huiyi, structure, form, clothing of the Southern Song Dynasty, Imitation
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Fig. 1  Portrait of empress Ningzong of Song Dynasty,

from the former nanxun dian collection
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Fig.2 Structural details of the crossed collar
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Fig. 4 Wide-sleeved robe of yellow crepe silk with

of the Southern Song Dynasty

painted decorative borders, unearthed from
the Huang Sheng tomb of the Southern Song
Dynasty
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Fig.5 Comparison of underarm shapes
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Fig.6 Partial style diagram of the collar of the robe
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Tab.1 Dimensional data of the huiyi from the portrait of

empress Ningzong
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of broad-sleeved robes from Southern Song tombs
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Tab.3 Comparison of measurements from the empress of emperor Ningzong$ huiyi and unearthed broad - sleeved garments
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Fig.9 Style of huiyi of empress Ningzong of Song Dynasty
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Fig. 10 Garment pattern of huiyi the empress Ningzong
of Song Dynasty
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Fig.12 Zhaiyi of princess consort yeongchin of Joseon
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Fig.13 Border pattern layout diagram
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Fig.15 Virtual clothing production and simulation
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