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Forms of Confucius”Robes and Hats and the Construction of His Sacred Image
in Tang and Song Literatures and Images

WANG Ling', WANG Furong
(1. School of Fine Arts, Yangtze Normal University, Chongqging 408100, China;2. School of Art, Hubei Polytechnic
University, Huangshi 435000, China)

Abstract : Under the paradigm shift from " the way of sovereign" to " the way of teacher" , the cognitive perception of Confu-
ciuss identity and the sartorial attributes in his iconography underwent significant transformation. Utilizing textual records
and visual depictions of Confucius as primary sources, this study employs interdisciplinary methodologies from iconography
and design studies to examine the lineage and evolution of imperial ritual regalia ( gunmian) and court attire. Through
systematic analysis of the Clothing Ordinances from Tang and Song Dynasties alongside relevant historical documents and
visual materials, the research investigates the correlation between ceremonial garment systems and the identity markers
embodied in Confucius$ attire. Diverging from the predominant Han Dynasty portrayal of Confucius as a Confucian scholar
wearing ru-fu robes and ceremonial headgear (zhangfu) , Tang Dynasty depictions reconfigured his iconography, presenting
him in the sartorial symbols of " grand minister of justice" , " duke superior" , or even " monarch" , adorned in court regalia
or imperial vestments. This constructed imagery of the Sage reflects both continuity and innovation in ceremonial dress
codes between Tang and Song periods. The vestimentary systems in Tang and Song Confucian iconography demonstrate
distinet iconographic characteristics that emphasize didactic symbolism and political functionality. These visual markers
played a pivotal role in the semiotic reconstruction of Confuciuss dual identity as both " Confucian philosopher" and " state
official" , thereby shaping the multifaceted transmission of his symbolic legacy.
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Fig. 1  Partial view of the replica of the lacquered

mirror with a portrait of Confucius from the

Western Han Dynasty ( photographed at the

Haihunhou State Ruins Museum )
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Tab.2 Identity and dress regulations of Confucius in the edicts of the Tang and Song Dynasties literature
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Tab.3 Structural characteristics of Confucius headwear in
documents and images
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Fig. 4  Partial tracing of Portrait of Confucius as a

Teacher painted by WU Daozi in Tang Dynasty
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Fig.5 Tracing copy of the portrait of sikou painted by
WU Daozi in the Tang Dynasty
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Fig. 6  Partial tracing copy of the small portrait of
Xuansheng from the stone carvings of North-

ern Song Dynasty
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