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Historical Genesis and Cultural Significance of Song Brocade
in Festival Bestowals During the Song Dynasty

WU Zhiming', DU Cheng®, SUN Tao'
(1. School of Digital Technology and Innovation Design, Jiangnan University, 214401, China; 2. Academy of Fine Arts,
Shanxi University, Taiyuan 030006 ,China)

Abstract: As a crucial component of ancient Chinese political civilization, the festival bestowal system of the Song Dynasty
served not only as a flexible bond for national governance but also as a concrete manifestation of ritual order. This study
employs the method of mutual verification between iconography and historical texts, examines the nomenclature evolution
and application domains of Song brocade within the festival reward system systematically, analyzes the artistic characteris-
tics and generative logic of its decorative patterns, and deciphers the political metaphors and cultural genes embedded
within. The research reveals that Song brocade, as a significant material medium in imperial reward system, was propelled
by dual imperial demands: consolidating political authority through rewards and manifesting moral virtue through bestowals.
This objectively propelled continuous technological innovations in brocade production, demonstrating a developmental
trajectory of " reward-driven technological advancement". The findings contribute to preserving Song brocade cultural
heritage, reconstructing authentic features of Song festival customs, and providing new perspectives for theoretical research
on Song Dynasty bestowal system.
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