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Symbolism of Purple in Qing Dynasty Imperial Court Costume

ZHANG XIN
( Court History Department, The Palace Museum, Beijing 100009 , China)

Abstract: The " purple" color system is outstanding in the court costumes of the Qing Dynasty. Besides the four primary
color systems-yellow, blue, red and green-purple emerged as a symbol of dignity and beauty, capturing significant atten-
tion. Based on clothing relics housed in the Palace Museum, supplemented by references to Qing Dynasty palace paintings,
archival documents, ancient notes, dictionaries, and historical texts, this paper examines the use of purple in Qing Dynasty
clothing through a combination of literature review and material analysis. Based on a clear distinction of the corresponding
relationships between the names and objects of purple-colored costumes, this paper reveals that the Qing Dynasty clothing
color not only inherited the ancient Chinese political tradition and color culture but also combined with the reality to select
and build its own system. The purple color in clothing reflects the technological and aesthetic changes experienced in the
history of modern dyeing and weaving, as well as the evolution of popular colors from traditional to modern times. A clear
understanding and grasp of the concept, structure and context of court purple color provides us with a richer dimension to
understand the changes of political etiquette, dyeing and weaving technology and aesthetic taste during the Qing Dynasty.

Key words: Qing Dynasty, court costumes, purple, dark reddish brown, pale pinkish purple, rose purple, aubergine, light

purple, lotus purple
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Fig.1 Details of the harness color in paintings from the

E1

Qianlong period
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Fig.3 Color comparison of the eight group lady cere-
monial robes from the Kangxi, Qianlong, and
Daoguang periods of the Qing Dynasty$
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Fig.4 Brown robes in the collection of the Qing palace
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late Qing Dynasty
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