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Color Philosophy of Dark Robes and Reddish-Brown Skirts

XTAO Shimeng
(Research Center for Traditional Chinese Color Theory,Hubei Institute of Fine Arts, Wuhan 430205, China)

Abstract ;: The robes and ritual vessels used in ancient sacrifices must adhere to the principle of " those who honor the gods
must emulate their nature. " The color characteristics of dark robes and reddish-brown skirts are not only about their visual
features but also about their symbolic connotations. Through a review of the literature, this paper analyzes " dark robes and
reddish-brown skirts" and discusses the role of their colors in ritual activities for sacrificing to heaven and earth. The study
finds that in dark robes and reddish-brown skirts, dark symbolizes heaven, while reddish-brown symbolizes earth. The
combination of these two colors embodies the yin-yang relationship of heaven and earth intersecting, signifying the birth and
continuous flourishing of all things.
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Fig.1 Partial view of portraits of the emperors of past
dynasties by YAN Liben of the Tang Dynasty
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