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Analysis of Suzhou Women§ Attire Fashion and Individualization in
Early Qing Dynasty Based on Woodblock Prints

SUN Mengjie, LU Haifeng
(Art College, Huzhou University, Huzhou 313000, China)

Abstract: The woodblock prints of Suzhou in the early Qing Dynasty serve as valuable historical and cultural records,
revealing the diversity and individualization trends of womens clothing at that time. Employing content analysis, this study
combines image analysis and contextual interpretation of female clothing elements in Qing Dynasty Suzhou woodblock prints
to explore the fashion characteristics and individualization of women% clothing. The results indicate that the individualiza-
tion trend in Suzhou women$ clothing stemmed from economic prosperity and shifts in social norms. Against the backdrop of
economic independence and improved social status, Suzhou women exhibited greater autonomy and diversity in their fashion
choices. Clothing elements such as cloud shoulders and shuitian garments in the prints not only symbolize fashion but also
reflect their expressions of social status, cultural traditions, and personal identity. These findings not only provide impor-
tant clues for understanding the social culture of the time but also deepen our understanding of the interaction between
women$ fashion and social culture.
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Fig.1 Blood Letter — Suzhou woodblock print from
the British Museum
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Fig. 4 Musical Performance by Women, YU Zhiding,
Qing Dynasty, from the Nanjing Museum
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Fig.2 Ten Beauties Enjoying the Garden - Suzhou

woodblock print from the Dresden State Art

Collections
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Fig. 5 Private collection: Enjoying Leisure in the

Swallow
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Fig. 3  Yanzi Jian, Ming Dynasty woodblock print

from the National Museum of China
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Fig.7  Portrait of Lady YAN, from the Kong Family
Mansion Archives, managed by the Cultural
Relics Management Committee of Qufu City,
Shandong Province
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Fig.8 Farewell, Suzhou woodblock print from the Print
Room of the Dresden State Art Collections
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Fig.9 Lantern Festival Decorations , painting from the

National Palace Museum, Taipei, Taiwan
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10 REFEEYEERSRKEZR(RAEEFER)
Fig. 10  Leisurely Tapping on the Chessboard, Scroll
Painting by YU Zhiding, Qing Dynasty, from

the Tianjin Museum

11 FAAWE(REREE)

Fig. 11 Private collection: Enjoying Leisure in the

Swallow Chamber
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Fig. 12 Illustrations of Kangxi s Southern Inspection
Tour, volume seven, from the University of

Alberta Museum



%34 IS R T RS 0 A B0 9 o BERRAG B ) S5 AN PEAL 5T - 255 -

(a) J5R (b) LR

B 14 FKEXZEEWIEERITMNARE(BREIE - EPME
#)
Fig.14 CUI Hu Stealing Shoes — Suzhou Woodblock
Print from the British Museum
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Fig.13 Portrait of Lady LIU Rushi by WU Zhao from
the late Ming Dynasty, held in the Fogg Art
Museum at Harvard University
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Fig. 17 Painting of Court Ladies, NIU Shu, Qing

Dynasty, from the Tianjin Museum
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