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Summary of Design Archives for Ancient Fragrant Satin at
Suzhou Dongwu Silk Weaving Factory (1951—1982)

GONG Jianpei', XIE Jing®, WU Fang’, JIANG Nan’
(1. School Design, Nanjing University of the Arts, Nanjing 210013, China; 2. China Silk Archives, Suzhou 215004,
China)

Abstract: Dongwu Silk Weaving Factory is one of the oldest silk enterprises in Suzhou. Through the organization and
research of numerous documents and physical archives of Suzhou Dongwu Silk Weaving Factory, collected by the China Silk
Archives, the historical development status, major product and variations, and production status of Dongwu Silk Weaving
Factory over the years were systematically sorted out. Taking the ancient fragrant satin from the collection as an example,
this paper analyzed product classification, design element development, narrative characteristics, and situational expres-
sion. The research suggests that the silk products and related archives of Suzhou Dongwu Silk Weaving Factory, collected
by the China Silk Archives not only provide inspiration for modern silk design but also offer cases studies for exploring
Suzhou$ silk history and studying silk enterprises.

Key words : Suzhou Dongwu Silk Weaving Factory,silk weaving varieties, design archives,ancient fragrant satin
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Fig. 1  Certificate of the National Gold Medal were

awarded to the Shuixie brand taffeta fabric of

Dongwu Silk Weaving Factory in 1981
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Tab.1 Number of varieties produced annually from 1951

to 1982

AEy mn A A AEy mn A A
1950 7 1967 56
1951 14 1968 49
1952 18 1969 51
1953 23 1970 69
1954 24 1971 63
1955 18 1972 69
1956 16 1973 67
1957 10 1974 62
1958 46 1975 56
1959 59 1976 54
1960 59 1977 51
1961 56 1978 55
1962 64 1979 59
1963 61 1980 61
1964 62 1981 72
1965 89 1982 71
1966 90
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Tab.2 Annual production volume of ancient fragrant satin
from 1951 to 1982

G B/ m G S/ m
1951 6 300 1976 16 300
1952 10 680 1968
1953 7 800 1969 22 696
1954 13 190 1970 2 405
1955 4 490 1971 209
1956 820 1972
1957 1973 16 030
1958 1974 54 601
1959 3712 1975 22 356
1960 2 200 1976 44 000
1961 2 500 1977 26 200
1962 1978 29 100
1963 1979 27 800
1964 1980 1200
1965 1981 53 000
1966 458 1982 54 000
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Fig. 2 Landscape ancient fragrant satin with tradi-

tional landscape painting as the theme in 1988

( pattern No. 001)
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Fig. 3  Landscape ancient fragrant satin with Dai

bamboo tower and Xishuangbanna scenery as

themes in 1982 ( pattern No. 1011)
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Fig. 4 Traditional floral ancient fragrant satin with
themes of peonies, peaches, and bergamot in
1982 ( pattern No. 581)

5 1982 FEAGREEM EFTUNHFNEHREE
K(HS:704)
Fig.5 Innovative floral ancient fragrant satin based on
traditional Song brocade in 1982 ( pattern No.
704)
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6 1982 FURZEFIGEATHMEAGTETR(ES:
2041)
Fig. 6 Floral ancient fragrant satin with Paisley pattern
as the theme in 1982 ( pattern No. 2041)

7 1982 FUMKGHEABMPEFETER(ES:
625 -107)
Fig.7 Floral ancient fragrant satin with Japanese patterns
as the theme in 1982 ( pattern No. 625 -107)
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Fig.8 Ancient fragrant satin with natural landscape as

the subject
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Fig.9 Ancient fragrant satin with secular life as the

subject

3.2.3 P FHOMARTE KEHFRT, L
YA EER R A —E R ], X R
BT R AL G 1 E SO AU AL — PP B 7K
WRIR T 22 SRR TR 5 A AR e . TE X R
J7 2 FEAT R 4IR30y g e, 2 2 1 XU
LA PIBRSOM ) K& R SRR M IERE,
DA A a5, 5 B AR Kl S SR AE AT B
MESE ARG, B AATTORE B BRAE Y 1Y 37 5 L X 6
ATE AR B A, B — AR B T T
YT IE AT B, F8 40 33K T AR J5 SCAk Y ik o A
VLR SCAL R SR (LA 10) .



%34

iy K. FMNARLE) LB FE LT AL 5 (1951—1982) - 241 -

(a) 19834ELLh P G RARMO R R B (FES: 1022-3)

(b) 19834ELIRURL, H 5 5 EH . S A =8
Wl &g (1655 1009-4)

E10 hEFHER

Fig. 10  Ancient fragrant satin with animals as the

subject
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Fig. 11 Ancient fragrant satin with flower as the subject
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