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Research on Artistic Representation and Cultural Connotation of Fish Pattern
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in Ming and Qing Dynasty Fabric and Embroidery

GUO Zhaohan, ZHANG Xiaoxia "
(School of Art, Soochow University, Suzhou 215127, China)

Abstract : As a longstanding decorative pattern, fish patterns in Ming and Qing Dynasty embroidery are distinctive for their
rich shapes and auspicious meanings. Analyzing the artistic representation and cultural connotations of fish patterns has
profound significance for inheriting and promoting traditional Chinese decorative arts. This article employs literature
research and pattern analysis methods to analyze the fish patterns form, shape, and color characteristics of fish patterns in
tapestry and embroidery. The study explores their artistic characteristics and the cultural connotations behind them. The
research shows that fish patterns on Ming and Qing Dynasty embroidery have artistic characteristics such as rich thematic
meanings, dynamic shapes, bright colors, and exquisite craftsmanship. They interpret the ancient Chinese fertility
worship, the prosperous auspicious culture of the Ming and Qing Dynasties and the transcendent " fish joy" philosophy
beyond secular life.

Key words :fish pattern,texile and embroidery, artistic representation , cultural connotation
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Fig. 1 Fish and frog brocade unearthed from Gaotai

ancient tomb in Lop Nur, Xinjiang
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Fig.2 Liao Dynasty Baina silk fabrics from the Cleve-

land Museum in the United States
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Fig. 3 Embroidered lotus double fish silk fabric of
Liao Dynasty
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Fig.4 Carp leaping from dragon gate bags in Qing
Dynasty
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Fig.5 Double carp brocade in Qing Dynasty
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Fig.6 Eight auspicious pattern twill of Ming Dynasty

in the collection of the Palace Museum
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tion of the Palace Museum
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Tab.1 Framework of Ming and Qing Dynasty fish-patterned textile
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Tab.2 Composition of Ming and Qing embroidered fish patterns
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Tab.3 Fish patterns in Ming and Qing Dynasty brocade
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Tab.4 Fish pattems in Ming and Qing Dynasty embroidery
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