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Origin and Symbolism of Tibetan Buddhist Monk Clothing

CHANG Weimin
(School of Fashion,Beijing Institute of Fashion Technology, Beijing 100029 , China )

Abstract : The Tibetan monk uniforms was taken as the research object, and the research methods of field investigation,
physical research and literature research was used to conduct in-depth research and comparative analysis on duiga,
xiangmuta, sen, dagang and qugui in the monk uniform system of the four major sects of Tibetan Buddhism, namely Gelu,
Sakya, Kadam and Ningma. It is found that the language system of Tibetan Buddhist monksclothing forms not only empha-
sizes the identity symbol but also indicates the sect ownership, records the development, integration and inheritance of

Tibetan Buddhism, and is full of sect rituals and the humanistic spirit of " religious as well as secular". It shows the inte-

gration and diversity of Chinese cultural characteristics with the Han Buddhist clothing.
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Fig.1 Dress image of early Indian Buddhist monks

from murals of Gongga Qude Temple
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Fig.2 Statue of great translator Rinchen Zangpo in

the second propagation of Buddhism
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Fig.4 Queen in a white cloak

S5 fRFHEIERNEAES
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Fig.7 Xiangga wore by Master Adixia
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Fig.8 Monk clothing duiga
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Tab.1 Seven groups of clothing of Tibetan Buddhism monk clothing
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Fig.10 Structure of duiga
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Fig.15 Combination of qugui and sen
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