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Structural Analysis and Restoration of Taoist Robes in Ming Dynasty

XU Xiaopan, WANG Lei”
(School of Design,Jiangnan University, Wuxi 214122, China)

Abstract ; To elucidate the structural characteristics of Taoist robes from Ming Dynasty, the triple evidence method was used
to analyze the shape and structure of these robes. This paper involved an empirical analysis and structural restoration based
on 11 Ming Dynasty Taoist robes unearthed from tombs and old collections at Confucius Mansion, supplemented by image
documentation. The research indicates that the shape of Taoist robes from Ming Dynasty is designed to be cut from top to
bottom, featuring a prominent front and a right hem. The body is adopted an A-shaped design from the waist downward,
extending to the ankles. Structurally, the predominant collar design is the cross-collar, presented in three forms: straight-
down break, oblique-down break, and continuation. Sleeve styles are divided into two main types: short-sleeve and long-
sleeve. The center seam at the front and back of the robe is fastened by three sets of straps, and their lower hems typically
featured a dual-side split with concealed stitching, further classified into three types: standard, predominant and patchwork.
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Fig.1 Blue dark floral Taoist robe from the old collec-

tion at Confucius Mansion in Ming Dynasty
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2 BARERBRETS %N

TG = AL IHGECRY 11 30 4 5L
it , DB A B i LA R 45080 b YA B R 43 4
OrEE R I, 45 21 T M A9 B il 5 i (L 1) A
B (W 2) .

®1 EHHITURILFIERBRERTE

Tab.1 Shapes of Taoist robes in Ming Dynasty unearthed from tombs and the old collections at Confucius Mansion
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Tab.2 Measurement data of Taoist robes in Ming Dynasty unearthed from tombs and the old collections at Confucius
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Fig.3 Collar structures of the Taoist robes in Ming
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Fig.4 Sleeve types of Taoist robes in Ming Dynasty
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Tab.3 Style features and appearance of the blue dark floral robe
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Fig.7 Dimensional data of restored object
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Fig.10 Taoist robe wearing effect in Ming Dynasty figure painting and the effect of restored work
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