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Womens§ Dress in Jiangnan of Ming Dynasty Under
the Influence of Civil Culture

JIA Qi, TU Huimin
(School of Fashion, Wuhan Textile University, Wuhan 430073, China)

Abstract: The emergence and development of civil culture had great influence on the costume reform in Ming Dynasty,
especially the female costume in Jiangnan area. This paper focuses on the study of women in Jiangnan during Ming Dynasty
to explores the characteristics of civil culture, and analyzes its influence on women’s costume in Jiangnan area. It is
concluded that the civil culture has the attributes of commodity economy, humanistic spirit and the characteristics of diver-
sified development of Jiangnan women, which causes certain effects on the clothing modelling, colour, material, and
fashion movement in mid-late Ming Dynasty. The civil culture driven by Jiangnan women dress are increasingly paying
attention to decorative and artistic quality.
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Tab.1 Part of changes of womens$ dress patterns in Ming Dynasty court and Jiangnan city
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