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History and Evolution of the Relationship Between ''Clothing'' and
""Medical' Before the Republican Period

LUO Yun, CHEN Tao, LU Shuguo, MA Lin
(School of Clothing,Zhongyuan University of Technology,Zhengzhou 450007 , China)

Abstract : Before the Republic of China period, no established system was formed for medical uniforms and medical protec-
tive clothing, but some protective clothing had already been recorded in ancient books of the pre Qin period. Starting from
ancient books and historical materials, this study explored the two-way promoting relationship between medicine and
clothing before the Republic of China from the perspectives of medical professional clothing and medical protective clothing,
also explores the development of medical clothing and the evolution of clothing with protective functions in the axle of time.
Research suggests that since the pre Qin and Han Dynasties, clothing with protective connotations had been the embryonic
form of protective clothing, and clothing with diagnostic and therapeutic functions was formed during the Tang and Song
dynasties. During the Ming and Qing Dynasties, functional protective clothing and identifying medical clothing continued to
develop in the relationship between " clothing" and " medicine". The evolution of ancient protective clothing is closely
related to political, economic and other social environments, and they have evolved from early praying for disaster relief
patterns to clothing with certain protective functions.

Key words: medical skill, medical protection, before the Republic of China, clothing evolution
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Tab.1 Clothing culture related to medicine in the past dynasties
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Fig.1 Village Medicine Map by LI Tang of Southern

Song Dynasty in the '"Taipei Palace Museum"
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Fig. 2 Maid with Curtain Hat of Tang Dynasty in

Zhaoling Museum
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Ying of Ming Dynasty in Liaoning Museum
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