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Diplomacy of the Ming Dynasty from the Given Costumes of Ryukyu Students

LIU Huihui,

LIU Yu~

(College of Fashion and Design, Donghua University , Shanghai 200051 , China)

Abstract : The Ryukyu official students played an important role in the communication between Chinas Ming Dynasty and

Ryukyu. Acoording to the chronological books such as Ming Shi Lu and Nan Yong Zhi written by HUANG Zuo, this paper

analyzed and compared the timing, frequency, type and grades of the costumes given to Ryukyu official students, other

vassal state official students and domestic supervisors in Ming Dynasty, and concluded that Ryukyu official students enjoyed

preferential treatment in China. This is not only a demonstration of Chinas foreign policy of "loving and being far away from

Ryukyu" , but also a strong evidence of the friendly relations between China and Ryukyu.

Key words: Ming Dynasty, Ryukyu official students,given costume, preferential treatment, costume diplomacy
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Tab.2 List of the clothes and frequency to officials of different vassal states in Ming Dynasty
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Tab.3 Clothes to domestic Gozijian students and Ryukyu officials vassal states in Ming Dynasty
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