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Shapes and Crafts of Embroidered Shoes in Jiangnan Water Town and
Its Comparison with Embroidered Shoes in Other Areas

ZHANG Yuanyuan, ZHANG Jingqgiong”
(School of Design,Jiangnan University , Wuxi 214122, China)

Abstract : Based on the embroidered shoes collected by the Folk Costumes Museum of Jiangnan University and field
research, the characteristics of embroidered shoes in Jiangnan water town were analyzed under the influence of rice culture,
such as the shapes, crafts and cultural symbols. Similarities and differences of embroidered shoes were compared among
Jiangnan water town, Huian in southern Fujian and Tunpu Guizhou in terms of structure and function. Studies show that,
the embroidered shoe shapes in Jiangnan water town are divided into "toe head" and " pig arch head", and the crafts is
exquisite, with unique regionality and identity. The shapes of traditional embroidered shoes from these three districts are
similar, but in different social environments and different regions, the functions of embroidered shoes are different from the
occasions where they are worn, and they develop and change along their respective trajectories. In modern times,
traditional embroidered shoes”shapes have been simplified and improved with changes in the social environment.

Key words: Jiangnan water town, embroidered shoes, shapes and crafts, cultural symbols, Hui “an in southern Fujian,
Tunpu Guizhou
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Fig.1 Embroidered shoes in Jiangnan water town
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Fig.2 Schematic diagram of shoe upper stitching
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Fig.3 Step of sole-fixing of ''toe head' embroidered

shoes
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Fig. 4  Locking shoes “ beam of ' pig arch head"

embroidered shoes
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Fig.5 Schematic diagram of hemming process
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Fig.6 Schematic diagram of ''flat stitch embroidery"
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Fig.7 Schematic diagram of "inverse grab' in ''grab needle

embroidery"
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Fig.8 Schematic diagram of 'seeding embroidery"
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Fig.9 Sketch of ''fly embroidery"
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Tab.2 Comparison of Jiangnan water town embroidery
patterns and other traditional folk embroi-
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Tab.3 Comparison of embroidered shoes” shapes of the three places
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Fig.10 Sandals "crested shoes'
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