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Similarities and Differences Between Tieli and Yisan in Ming Dynasty

CHANG Xiaojun, WANG Chuyun
(Art Theory Research Center, Taiyuan Normal University, Jinzhong 030619, China)

Abstract ; In view of the confusion and ambiguity of the common forms of tieli and yisan in men$ costume in Ming Dynasty,
this paper combed and distinguished the forms of tieli and yisan in Ming Dynasty from the perspective of costume cutting,
pleat styles and dress habits by examining the relevant literature and analyzing the cultural relics of tieli and yisan. The
conclusion is that the people wearing tieli have a cross-class nature, which is different from the "
yisan. Moreover, the cutting and sewing form of tieli is front-back, up-down cutting, and the pleats are mainly of two
types: straight pleats and flat pleats, with hemming or one-sided slit hem, without yisan$ corners. The research shows that
although the tieli and yisan of common men% costume in Ming Dynasty have similar origins, but their costume styles and

dress regimes are different. Tieli is closer to the Mongolian and Yuan traditions in shape, while yisan is the fusion product

of Mongolian and Yuan cultures and Han traditional cultures.
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Fig.1 A valet drawing a bow in The Painting of Yuan
Dynasty Emperor Shizu Hunting
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Fig.2 Yuan Dynasty robe with braided line and

broken waist recorded in Sancai Tuhui
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Fig.3 A man holding the horse in The Painting of

Yuan People Observing Horses
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Fig.4 Robe with braided line and broken waist in the

Mongolian Yuan Museum
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Tab.1 Tieli relics unearthed from Ming Dynasty tombs
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Fig.5 Part of ZHU Zhanji Enjoying Himself
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Fig.6 Part of Xianzong Lantern Festival Tour
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Fig.7 Ming Shenzongs tieli of Ming Ding Mausoleum
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Fig.8 Tieli in the Confucius Mansion
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Fig.9 Back of incense-colored hemp tieli in the Confu-

cius Mansion
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Fig.10 Statue of Yuan Dynasty Empress Ningzong
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Fig.11 Yuan Dynasty Wenzong on Mandala
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Tab.2 Pleats of tieli
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Fig.12 Style sketch of incense-colored hemp tieli in the

Confucius Mansion
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Fig.13 Yisan in the Ming Dynasty Tombs in

Weizikeng, Nanyuan, Beijing
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