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Study on Headgear Ornaments Gold Boshan

LUO Fucheng, XIE Hong"
(School of Textiles and Fashion, Shanghai University of Engineering Science, Shanghai 201620, China)

Abstract: Gold boshan, as a kind of gold accessory on the headgear in ancient China, possesses rich social and cultural
connotations, and is an important part of the ancient headgear ornament system. Through the methods of documentary
research and multiple evidence method, the case study concludes that gold boshan has a fixed type, and gold dang is not
exactly the same thing with it; whereas, they exist the involving or involved relationships. Gold boshan originated from
King ZHAO Wuling of " shooting on horse in hu dress" , which was inherited from the Warring States Period to the Ming
Dynasty. According to the unearthed objects, the approximate size of the gold boshan ranges from 3.8 to 8.4 cm in length
and from 3.1 to 8.2 cm in width, and its production process adopts the " bead-bombing process". Based on the official
history records, we can conclude that gold boshan is a specific headgear for a specific bureaucrat. The wear of the gold
boshan shows a hierarchy of respect and religious thought. The study of gold boshan helps to understand the cultural conno-
tation of ancient headgear.
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Fig.1 Tong( copper) dang unearthed from the royal
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cemetery of Baiji in Lingshan, North Korea
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Fig.2 Gold dang unearthed from the Eastern Jin tomb

of Xianhe Taoist Temple in Nanjing
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Fig. 3 Square gold dang unearthed from Shangfeng

Tomb in Nanjing
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Fig.4 Gold pieces unearthed from the tomb of Liu

Sheng in Mancheng City
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Fig.5 Some gold dangs unearthed from the Eastern

Jin tomb in Nanjing University
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Fig. 6  Standing statue of Emperor Wen of Sui
Dynasty in Pictures for Kings
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Fig.7 Diagram of the relationship between dang, gold
boshan and gold dang
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Fig.8 Amural of LOU Rui tomb in North Qi of Shanxi
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Fig. 9 Details of gold boshan—gold and silver bead

process
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Tab.1 Using range of gold boshan in the official history records
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Fig.10 Gold dang with cicada pattern unearthed from
the tomb of SI Xinrong in Dunhuang
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Fig.11 Different kinds of gold boshan
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Fig.12 Gold dang with cicada pattern unearthed from
the Jin tomb in Linyi City, Shandong
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Mixed gold boshan incense burner unearthed
from the tomb of LIU Sheng, Mancheng
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