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Sociological Interpretation of the Change of the Scholars Dress in Ming Dynasty
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Abstract: By referring to historical records and local chronicles, the paper summarizes the establishment of the scholars”
dress system in the early Ming Dynasty and the diversified development of the scholars”dress in the middle and late Ming
Dynasty. According to the fashion trickle-down theory, which is proposed by German sociologist Georg Simmel and other
scholars, the change of scholars”dress in the middle and late Ming Dynasty is in line with the fashion trickle-down theory.

It is a vertical transmission from top to bottom, and in essence is the product of competition among different social classes.
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Fig.2 Square scarf of the Ming Dynasty
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Fig.1 Comparison of scholars’dress in the middle and late Ming
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