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Reproductive Symbols in Traditional Female Bellyband
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(1. School of Design, Jiangnan University, Wuxi 214122, China; 2. Intangible Cultural Heritage Research Base in Jiangsu
Province , Jiangnan University, Wuxi 214122, China)

Abstract : Based on the theory of clothing semiotics, through the exploration of the shape, color, fabric and pattern in the
traditional female bellyband, this paper concluded that the meaning of the reproductive symbol in the traditional female
bellyband included realizing the purpose of expressing emotions, praying for emotional happiness, praying for more children
and more blessings, and playing the role of sexual enlightenment. Exploring the reproductive symbol in female bellyband is

conducive to in-depth study of the infiltration relationship between traditional folk customs and clothing culture, and has

certain significance for the inheritance and development of traditional Chinese clothing culture.
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Fig.2 Styles of the bellyband
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Tab.1 Summary of patterns related to reproduction in the female bellyband
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Fig.3 '"Fish playing lotus" embroidered bellyband
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Fig.7 Colorful embroidered erotic fun of lozenge and

beige silk bellyband in the late Qing Dynasty
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