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Process of Symbolization of ''Indanthrene Cloth' in Morden Times

FAN Tianqin, ZHANG Jingqiong *
(School of Design, Jiangnan University, Wuxi 214122, China)

Abstract: The " Indanthrene cloth" is a representative textile fabric made in morden China, with simple technology and
unique style. In view of its directivity to modern social culture, under the framework of semiotics and based on modern
periodicals, novels, posters and other historical materials, this paper analyzes the performance characteristics of Indan-
threne series products in the stages of production, marketing and popularity, and explores the evolution process from single
thing to comprehensive symbol. It has been proved that " Indanthrene clothes" , as a kind of non-verbal dress symbol,
represents the concept of " thrift" , "simple but elegant " image and " civilian" class in modern China. It has become the

"national clothing alternative" in the eyes of the public, the " best-selling goods" in the eyes of the market and the

" domestic products representative" in the eyes of the government.
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Fig.1 A collection of poster of Indanthrene
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Tab.1 Excerpt of national product standard issued by the

ministry of industry and commerce in 1928
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Fig.2 Comparison of single price ratio of Indanthrene

textile and big silk in Chongqing
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Fig.3 Detailed explanation of the trademark design of Qingyu
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Fig.4 An advertisement for the comparison of Indan-

threne with other fabrics
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