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Analysis of Transcultural Communication of Costume Art Across
the Silk Road Based on Inscribed Robes

YANG Xue, LIU Yu®
(College of Fashion and Design,Donghua University , Shanghai 200051 , China)

Abstract ; This research mainly focused on the 12th—14th century brocade robes and fragments with Arabic inscriptions
found in the textile Archaeology in China. Referring to the collected documents on Arabic calligraphy patterns and the
image data of Central Asian miniature paintings, this research analyzed the pattern program and style evolution of brocade
robes with different inscriptions in the same period of Chinese and foreign existence, and analyzed the main contents and
characteristics of the inscriptions on brocade robes. After summarizing the characteristics, this research concluded that the
development of robes inscribed with Arabic scripts had roughly gone through three stages: the popular period of Seljuk style
with big circle character pattern brocade robes (about the early 11th century to the early 12th century), the transitional
period of Seljuk style inscribed brocade robes to Mongolian style (about the middle and late 12th century to the early 13th
century) , and then the popular period of Mongolian style (about the middle and late 13th century to the 14th century). Tt
is expected to play a certain reference role in the in-depth analysis of the transcultural communication of costume art
between China and foreign countries across the silk road.
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Tab.1 Summary of inscribed robes and fragments from the 12th to 14th century in China
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Fig. 1  Details of the robe with pattern of double

vultures and the continuous sphericity ground
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Fig.2 Textile with pattern of double beasts with human

faces and the continuous sphericity ground
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Fig.3 Dark blue silk robe with pattern of roundels containing confronted wild geese flanking a tree and matching pillow

and face mask
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Fig.4 Light yellowish-brown silk robe with pattern of

roundels containing confronted birds
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Fig. 5 Contrast figure of shoulder detail of silk
inscribed robes from the Seljuk Dynasty in
the late 12th century
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Fig. 6 Inscribed robes in an early 14th century Central
Asian miniature paintings
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Fig.7 Yellowish-brown bian xianrobe with motifs of

paired birds
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