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Process Features of Ramie and Silk Fabrics Unearthed from Chu Tombs
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Abstract ; Based on the unearthed objects, this paper uses the method of literature analysis to record the etymology of hemp
and silk fabrics in Chu tomb, sums up the tissue specifications of plain hemp and silk fabrics in Chu tomb by contrastive
analysis, and makes a point-by-point comparison, and examineing their categories and functional differences in detail. It is
found that hemp fabric often acts as tax goods, clothing materials and currency, and the increase of yarn density reflects the
weaving progress of flax textile in the Eastern Zhou Dynasty. This paper clarifies the north-south differentiation of hemp and
Ramie planting areas, and then finds different burial customs. Silk fabrics were used as embroidery ground, writing,
painting tool and decorative material. According to the function of the fabric, the Chu folk chose different specifications of
silk, and mastered the calendaring-finishing process. The high warp density fabric is the material basis of the fashion of
"multiple clothing" in the state of Chu in the Eastern Zhou Dynasty.
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Tab.1 Fabric records in the bamboo manuscripts of Chu tombs
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Fig.1 Ramie and hemp fabrics unearthed from tombs of the Western Zhou Dynasty and the Warring States period
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Tab.3 Specifications of silk of Chu tombs
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