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Fashion Theory of Lipovetsky and '""Era of Consummate Fashion"

LU Xingni
(College of Media and International Culture,Zhejiang University , Hangzhou 310028 , China)

Abstract ; Studies of fashion theory have been dominated by classic social theory, leaving little room for alternative
academic discourses. This paper overviewed and summarized the fashion theory of Lipovetsky—contemporary French
philosopher and social theorist. Concerning the two basic issues, how fashion came into being and why fashion changes,
Lipovetsky explicitly rejected the class differentiation model. He argued that contemporary society was reconstructed by the
attraction and transience,the very logic of fashion. People had entered into an era of consummate fashion, which was the
epitome of hypermode economy and hyper-consumerism, and painlessness morality and new individualism could be the
future for democracy. In this paper, we argued that Lipovetsky tried to develop alternative narratives about fashion and his
theoretical framework, discussing " profoundness" issues such as consumption, morality and democracyunder " triviality" ,
inspired for future studies of fashion theory.

Key words : Lipovetsky , consummate fashion, hypermodeeconomy, painless morality, new individualism
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