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Lantern Patterns of Textiles and Clothing in Ming and Qing Dynasties

JIA Xizeng, CUI Chuang
(Academy of Arts and Design, Tsinghua University, Beijing 100084, China)

Abstract ; Lantern pattern is a kind of pattern with lantern as the theme. It is also called Lantern brocade because it is
mostly used as the pattern of brocade. Through the research on the material objects, the patterns in the catalogue and the
ancient books in Ming and Qing Dynasties, and the comparative study on the patterns in other times, the development of
Lantern patterns is preliminarily clarified, especially the research on the development status, the characteristics and the
application scope of Lantern patterns in Ming and Qing Dynasties. As one of the traditional decorative patterns in China,
lantern pattern is first seen in Jiaxie of Liao Dynasty in silk, and widely seen in works of Song and Yuan Dynasties in
historical materials. As a popular pattern of brocade in Song Dynasty, lantern pattern was also widely used in Ming and
Qing Dynasties. By the time of Ming and Qing Dynasties, lantern pattern had developed into many forms, including flower
shape of wintersweet, lotus shape of lotus pond, treasure shape of silver ingot, Ruyi shape, octagonal shape, etc. It

implies "a good harvest of grain" ( Wugu Fengdeng) and " a happy world" ( Tianxia Le) , and is fully used in book binding,
jewelry, various clothing, shoes, hats, accessories and other fields.

Key words :lantern pattern, Ming and Qing fabrics, textile pattern, Wugu Fengdeng, Tianxia Le brocade
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Fig.1 Street view of lantern festival in Song Dynasty
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Fig.2 Copper framed glass colored globe lantern in Qing
Dynasty

B3 BREWEHFFZAHET
Fig.3 Hexagonal glass lanterns with longevity characters

in Qing Dynasty

B4 BREZRFEAEHAET
Fig. 4  Auspicious gourd lantern with enamel glass in
Qing Dynasty
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Fig.6  Apricot background silk with cloud, phoenix and
lantern patterns in Daoguang period of Qing

Dynasty
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Fig.7 A aquamarine cotton gown with eight lanterns of

7
Kesi in Jiaqing period of Qing Dynasty
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B8 ABEFERYIRA
Fig.8 Mandarin square of Wugu Fengdeng and dragon

pattern
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Fig.9 Red background brocade with lantern pattern
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Fig.10 Tea green lantern satin with the pattern of Wugu
Fengdeng and Longevity
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Fig.11 Gold Kesi robe material with lanterns and maid

patterns
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Fig.12 Cucurbit lantern fabric in Ming Dynasty
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Fig. 13 Amber shawls with lanterns, branches and butterflies

patterns in the Kangxi period of the Qing Dynasty
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Fig. 14 Part of the materials of the golden Kesi robe with
the patterns of Cucurbit lantern and lady in Ming

Dynasty
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Fig. 15 Lantern Festival mandarin square with dragon and
lantern patterns embroidered with peacock feather

thread in Wanli period of Ming Dynasty
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Fig.16 Embroidery mandarin square with dragon pattern
and lantern pattern in Wanli period of Ming

Dynasty
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Fig.17 A large waistcoat with lanterns and flowers patterns

on a blue satin in Qianlong period of Qing Dynasty
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Fig. 18 Gold thread and colored embroidered fabric
with lantern pattern in Qing Dynasty
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Tab.1 Main elements of the Ming and Qing lantern patterns
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Fig.19 Auspicious robes with green background and eight

lanterns
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Fig.20 Colorful silk with Wugu Fengdeng lantern pattern
in Qing Dynasty
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Tab.2 Application of lantern pattern in fabric
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Fig. 21 Red mandarin square with patterns of gourd
lanterns, dragons.  and longevity in Wanli
period of Ming Dynasty
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Fig.22 Amber Satin Embroidered auspicious robe with
eight colorful lantern patterns in Qianlong period
of Qing Dynasty
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E23 ErERTEREKRTELNEIE
Fig.23 Ruyi hat with beading and lantern patterns on the
aquamarine satin in the Guangxu period of the

Qing Dynasty

E24 BREFELNYRHK
Fig.24 Chinese cotton socks with of Wugu Fengdeng pattern
in Qing Dynasty
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Fig.25 Dark red seat cover with dragon and lantern

(b)JR

patterns in Qianlong period of Qing Dynasty
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Fig.26 Cushion surface of brocade lantern pattern on

the aquamarine background in Qing Dynasty
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Fig.27 Velvet carpets with bamboo, flowers and lantern

patterns for the imperial use in the Qing Dynasty
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28 BARKTELARERHETE
Fig.28 Ming Dynasty lantern brocade ( Scripture cover)

E29 B/WZAREBMBIELRELEERE
Fig.29 Ming Dynasty lantern brocade ( Scripture cover )
collected in Philadelphia Art Museum
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30 (THHEERE) PLBATKAAA
Fig.30 A woman with a lamp ball on her head in the
painting of carrying a playful baby in the market

31 FRFES(HEBE) P LBATHRAAA
Fig.31 A woman with a lamp ball in the painting of a
peddler by LI Song of the Southern Song Dynasty
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32 HRERZOEE
Gold lantern hairpin of Ming Dynasty

Fig. 32
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