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Changes of Women§s Social Roles and Dresses in Modern Times
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Abstract: Based on the analysis of pictorials, clothing magazines and celebrity quotes of the republic of China, and the
changes of social culture, this paper summarizes the social role of womens clothing in the republic of China. It is concluded
that modern women from confinement by boudoir to participation in society, feminine consciousnessbegan to liberation, from
anunconscious woman into a new one with independent personality and specific character. The social roles of women are also
more abundant, becoming students, women workers, employees, and even social activists. With the change of their lives,
modern womens clothes have changed, showing different features, becoming the materialized representation of feminine
consciousnessand reflecting the aesthetic trend of an era.
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Fig. 1 Student girls in the 1920s
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Fig.2 Dress of Shanghai women workers in 1923
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Fig.3 Dress of women workers in 1935
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Fig.4 Advertisement drawn by Zheng Mantuo in Wuxi
Maolin Silk Satin Zhuang
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Fig.5 Scene in which women engage in sports
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Fig. 6 Women and men on the playground
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