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Handmade and Cultural Features of Kente Cloth

TIAN Yue, WANG Hongfu”
(School of Textile and Clothing, Jiangnan University , Wuxi 214122, China)

Abstract : Kent cloth is the intangible cultural heritage of West Africa and one of the most complex fabrics in the world, it is
famous for its bright color and rich patterns, which have the beauty of the original tension of African culture. Based on the
physical analysis, this paper uses literature review and summarization to concludes Kent cloth historical origin, classification
and manual production process of spinning, dyeing, warping, weaving, etc. On this basis, its deep-rooted cultural charac-
teristics are furtherly analyzed. The study finds that the Kente cloth is a unique textile of Ghana in west Africa having a long

history, which is purely hand-made by the local men and has colorful and rich patterns. Moreover, Kente cloth is deeply affected

by religious culture ,

and it has distinctive national characteristics as well as the special function of cultural inheritance.
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Fig.1 Kente cloth classification according to region
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Fig.2 Kente cloth classification according to weaving
method
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Fig.3 Production process of Kente cloth
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Fig.4 Warping platform
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Tab.1 Loom diagram of kente cloth
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Tab.2 Pattern theme and moral of kente cloth
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