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Formation of the Garment Industry Guilds in Modern Shanghai

CHEN Huili, ZHANG Jingqiong *
(School of Textile and Clothing, Jiangnan University, Wuxi 214122, China)

Abstract ; Industry guild in China was a new type of industrial and commercial organization for modern era, generally estab-
lished during the Republic of China. In modern Shanghai, the main industries related with garment were the suit industry,
fashion garment industry, shirt industry, etc. , and each of them had its own guild. These guilds were collectively called as
"the garment industry guilds in modern Shanghai". Local archives and archival documents were studied, to reveal the
evolution process of modern Shanghais garment industry guilds, from old style associations to modern industrial organiza-
tions. And from the aspects of industry scale, promulgation of decrees and management requirements, this article analyzed

how the guilds help to maintain the industry interests, to promote the development of various industries, and to facilitate the

functioning of social economy, along with the progress of self-discipline, integration and management promotion of themselves.

Key words : garment industry, guild, guildhall, modern times, Shanghai
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Tab.1 Guildhalls from the Kangxi period of the Qing Dynasty to the early years of the Republic of China
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Tab.2 Guilds of garment related industry in Shanghai,1931
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Tab.3 Details of fashion shops on the prosperous sections of Tongfu Road and Jingan Temple Road, which are ruled by

Xincheng District in Shanghai, 1944
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Tab.4 Details of suit shops in the prosperous area ruled by Laozha, Huangpu and Xincheng District in Shanghai, 1944
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