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Historical Inheritance and Contemporary Application
Value of Chinese Silk Tapestry

WU Jiayu, CHEN Bin~
(College of Fashion and Art Design,Donghua University , Shanghai 200051 , China)

Abstract : Chinese silk tapestry (Kesi) has a long history which began with tapestry skill originated from ancient Egyptian
and western Asia back to the western Han Dynasty. Chinese silk tapestry became popular during Tang Dynasty, and
reached the peak in Song Dynasty. Then it came to prosperity and declined after Yuan, Ming, and Qing. After Peoples
Republic of China was found, Chinese silk tapestry came back to life. Kesi originally belonged to the generations of
Chinese Royal family rather than civilians and rarely known in civilian life. This paper focused on the development of
history of the Kesi technology, including artistic, religious, and clothing materials. Moreover, the analysis of the
contemporary value of Kesi as well as the personal opinions to its”further development and inheritance is illustrated.
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